
CHAIR’S WELCOME

Dear All,

The next ENVI meeting will take place
on 4 May.

As EU countries are starting to adopt
plans to gradually enter in phase two
of the COVID-19 pandemic, ENVI has
invited Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of
the European Centre for the Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC) for an
exchange of views to update members
on the fight against the pandemic in
the EU and on future scenarios.

ENVI members will also debate on the draft opinion to the AFET-INTA report on
the negotiations for a new partnership with the United Kingdom. The UK cannot
expect to reach a broad and ambitious free-trade agreement without any
restriction on imports or exports, with zero tariffs and zero quotas, without
committing to respect EU norms in areas such as the fight against climate
change, the protection of biodiversity and the environment, as well as
promoting sustainable development and ensuring cooperation on major health
issues, such as epidemics and pandemics. These must be key elements of the
envisaged overarching partnership with the UK. Furthermore, the respect of
the Paris Agreement should be considered as conditional to any future
agreement and it is clear that if we want to succeed in achieving the climate
neutrality by 2050, the United Kingdom should align itself with the current and
future Union climate policy framework. The Commission and Member States
should also stand ready to step up preparedness and contingency measures,
given the short timeframe for the conclusion of an agreement and the gulf that
continues to separate the two negotiating Parties. Later during the meeting,
Members will vote on the opinion via the remote voting procedure.

The European Green Deal continues to be a priority, even in time of crisis, like
today with the COVID-19 outbreak and the consequences of imposed
lockdowns globally. We need to ensure even more that the EU and the Member
States will have the resources needed in order to achieve the Green Deal. ENVI
members will discuss the draft opinion on the Regulation establishing the Just
Transition Fund (JFT), which is one of the first proposals presented by the
European Commission in the framework of the European Green Deal. The JTF
has the goal to ensure that all sectors and all regions will be included in the
ecological transition, by supporting the territories most affected and to avoid
regional disparities. Therefore, it is extremely important that ENVI Members
are able to give their insights in this area.

The reuse of treated waste water will also be on the spotlight of the meeting.
ENVI members will vote on the recommendation for the second reading on the
minimum requirements for the reuse of treated waste water (also called
'reclaimed water'). To reduce the scarcity of water in the EU and increase the
reuse of waste water, the proposal seeks to ensure that reclaimed water is safe
for its intended use. The aim of the framework is to incentivise the reuse of
waste water, while ensuring a high level of protection of health and the
environment. The Council and the Parliament have reached an agreement on
the minimum requirements for the reuse of waste water, in terms of its quality,
compliance tests, risk management, etc. ENVI members will vote on the final
agreement, via remote voting procedure.

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter
account@EP_Environment

Pascal Canfin - 4 May 2020

MEETING ITEMS

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here.

Votes:
 Minimum requirements for water reuse
 Recommendations on the negotiations for a new partnership with

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Considerations:

 Recommendations on the negotiations for a new partnership with
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

 Establishing the Just Transition Fund
Exchange of Views:

 With Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for
Disease prevention and Control (ECDC) - Update on the COVID-19
Situation

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here.

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

Dr Andrea Ammon, Director of the European Centre for
Disease prevention and Control (ECDC) - Update on the
COVID-19 Situation
ENVI has invited the ECDC Director, Dr Andrea Ammon, for an exchange of
views to update members on the ECDC’s work to address the COVID-19
pandemic and on future scenarios. On 23 April 2020, ECDC has released its Risk
assessment on COVID-19, which is currently considered moderate, if measures
are phased out gradually and accompanied by appropriate monitoring systems
and capacities, with the option to reintroduce measures if needed, and remains
very high if measures are phased out without appropriate systems and
capacities in place, with a likely rapid increase in population morbidity and
mortality. On 8 April, ECDC has published a technical report on the use of face
masks in the community, giving guidance to reduce COVID-19 transmission
from potentially asymptomatic or pre-symptomatic people through the use of
face masks. In addition, on 29 April, EDCD released two other relevant technical
reports. The first technical report on “Considerations for infection, prevention
and control measures on public transport in the context of COVID-19”
recommends the measures to be taken in order to mitigate risks and maintain
public transport services safe, while the second technical report regarding
“Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and supply of substances of human
origin in the EU/EEA - First update” touches upon the issue of substances of
human origin (SoHO) such as human blood, blood components, tissues,
reproductive and non-reproductive cells and organs, explaining how
maintaining a safe, sufficient and accessible SoHO supply during a pandemic is
vital for public health. The technical report also states that, although COVID-19
is transmitted from human to human via respiratory droplets, the potential
presence of the virus in the blood and bodily fluids, cells, tissues and organs
may be considered a threat to the viral safety of SoHO.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-use-face-masks-community.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-use-face-masks-community.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-public-transport-29-April-2020.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-public-transport-29-April-2020.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-public-transport-29-April-2020.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID 19-supply-substances-human-origin-first-update.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID 19-supply-substances-human-origin-first-update.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html


CONSIDERATIONS

Negotiations for a new partnership with the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

ENVI will hold an exchange of views on
the draft opinion to the AFET-INTA
report on the negotiations for a new
partnership with the United Kingdom.
The draft opinion, that will be voted
later during the meeting, calls for
including as key elements of the future
partnership agreement important
areas such as the fight against climate

change, the protection of biodiversity and the environment, as well as
promoting sustainable development and ensuring cooperation on major health
issues, such as epidemics and pandemics. Furthermore, the draft opinion
stresses that the respect of the Paris Agreement should be considered as
conditional to any future agreement. It also considers that the United Kingdom
should fully align itself to the current and future Union climate policy
framework, including revised 2030 targets, 2040 targets and the trajectories to
achieve climate neutrality by 2050. In addition, the proposed text highlights the
importance of full compliance with SPS measures, calls for dynamic alignment
on pharmaceuticals, medical devices and chemical safety legislation and
stresses the importance of cooperation on health security. It introduces, among
others, recommendations to the Commission and Member States to step up
preparedness and contingency measures, given the short timeframe for the
conclusion of an agreement and the different positions of the two negotiating
Parties.
Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew)

Establishing the Just Transition Fund
Consideration of draft opinion (seemeeting documents)

ENVI members will discuss the draft opinion on the Regulation establishing the
Just Transition Fund (JFT), which is one of the first proposals presented by the
European Commission in the framework of the European Green Deal. The JTF
has the goal to ensure that all sectors and all regions will be included in the
ecological transition, by supporting the territories most affected and to avoid
regional disparities. In the draft opinion the rapporteur highlights that the
resources allocated to the JTF in the Commission proposal are not sufficient. He
also stresses that this lack of resources should not be compensated by an
obligatory transfer from ERDF and ESF+. In the rapporteur’s views, such transfer
should only be done on a voluntary basis and at the discretion of Member
States, which are the best placed to assess their own investment needs. In
addition, the rapporteur observes in his draft opinion that JTF’s spending
priorities should be changed to maximise its impact, especially on coal- and
lignite-dependent regions.

Rapporteur for opinion: VONDRA (ECR)

VOTES

Recommendations on the negotiations for a new
partnership with the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Adoption of draft opinion in letter form (seemeeting documents)

After the debate on the draft text (see information in the section dedicated to
considerations), ENVI members will vote via remote voting procedure on the
draft opinion to the AFET-INTA report on the negotiations for a new partnership
with the United Kingdom.

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew)

Minimum requirements for water reuse
Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading (seemeeting
documents)

ENVI members will also vote on the
recommendation for the second reading
on the minimum requirements for the
reuse of treated waste water (also called
'reclaimed water'). On 28 May 2018, the
Commission put forward a legislative
proposal seeking to incentivise the reuse of
treated waste water (also called 'reclaimed
water'), while ensuring a high level of
protection of health and the environment.

The proposal aims to contribute to alleviating water scarcity in the EU by
increasing water reuse, which remains below its potential. To do so, the
proposal seeks to ensure that reclaimed water is safe for its intended use. The
Council and the European Parliament have reached an agreement at early
second reading on the minimum requirements for the reuse of waste water,
among others in terms of its quality, soil contamination in relation to
compliance checks, definition of sanctions by Member States for non-
compliance and risk management. The final text agreed will be voted by ENVI
members via remote voting procedure as a single vote.

Rapporteur: BONAFÉ (S&D)

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT

Recent publications:
 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus

outbreak
 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors

(Health Working Group)
 Briefing on the novel coronavirus outbreak (also its At a glance version)
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future
challenges (also its At a glance version)

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR)

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES,
Commissioner-Designate on Health

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS,
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN
Climate Change Conference in Madrid

Upcoming publications:
 Briefing on the key issues at stake in the 75th session of the IMO Marine

Environment Protection Committee (MEPC75)
 In-depth analysis on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer"
 Briefing on deforestation in Brazil/Amazonia

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202004/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0421_1&session=04-21-10-00
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202004/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0421_1&session=04-21-10-00
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124814/SIMONA_BONAFE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202004/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0421_1&session=04-21-10-00
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642383/IPOL_BRI(2020)642383_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642382/IPOL_ATA(2020)642382_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197537
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202004/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0421_1&session=04-21-10-00


NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)
Is Europe living in the limits of our planet?
This joint EEA-FOEN report explores two key
questions related to Europe’s long-term
environmental and climate ambitions: how to
define a ‘safe operating space’ for Europe,

and whether Europe’s environmental footprint is currently smaller or larger
than its estimated ‘safe operating space' More here.

European Medicines Agency (EMA) and European
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

The European Vaccination
Information Portal (EVIP), was
launched on 21 April on the
occasion of the European
Immunization Week 2020. The

portal was developed following a Council recommendation in December 2018
by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) with the
support of the European Medicines Agency and DG SANTE. It provides accurate,
objective and evidence-based information on vaccines and vaccination,
including the authorisation and safety-monitoring processes in place and
national vaccination schedules. It is available in all official EU languages. Over
the coming months and years, the portal will be further developed by ECDC,
with EMA's support, to include more information and features to answer
citizens’ needs.

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
EFSA has assessed the risks to public health
from Listeria contamination of vegetables
that are blanched – scalded in hot water or
steam for a short time – before they are
frozen. They conclude that the risks

associated with the consumption of these products is lower than for ready-to-

eat foods such as smoked fish, cooked meat, sausages, pâté, soft cheese –
which are usually associated with listeria contamination. Food business
operators often blanch vegetables before freezing them because this stops
enzyme actions which can cause loss of flavour, colour and texture. More info

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
After a successful trial, EFSA will start using this
IUCLID, an IT tool developed by ECHA together
with OECD, for implementing new transparency

requirements under pesticides legislation. Many companies and authorities in
Europe and globally use IUCLID to manage and exchange regulatory and
scientific data on chemicals. More info about IUCLID and the Agreement at the
links below.
https://echa.europa.eu/support/registration/creating-your-registration-
dossier/what-is-iuclid-
https://twitter.com/HansenB_ECHA/status/1251085230439632898

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC)

Contact tracing is a core public health response to
COVID-19. Other measures include active case
finding or physical distancing. A close contact of a
COVID-19 case is any person: who had face-to-face
contact with a COVID-19 case within two metres for

more than 15 minutes; who was in a closed environment (household,
classroom, meeting room, hospital waiting room, etc.) with a COVID-19 case for
more than 15 minutes; was in an airplane within two seats of a COVID-19 case
or people who were in close contact with the case - if the case showed strong
symptoms / moved around the airplane, all passengers may be ‘close contacts’;
who had physical contact with a COVID-19 case/ who had unprotected direct
contact with infectious secretions of a COVID-19 case (e.g. by being coughed
on); who was providing care to a COVID-19 case/ laboratory workers who were
handling specimens from a COVID-19 case without proper personal protective
equipment or with a possible breach of such equipment. More here and here.

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 12 May 2020 (Brussels).
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates.

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV.
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also
download the extracts of speeches.

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the
ENVI Committee.

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes,
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages.

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and
Food Safety - Responsible administrators: Giacomo Fassina, Valentina Papa. Responsible assistants: Anna Pawlik, Isabelle Rihani.

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @shutterstock
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